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NOTES ON THE HISTORICAL CONFERENCE OF 1936.
At the Anglo-American Conference of Historians held in London, July, 1936, reference
was made to Mr. Seymour de Ricci's List of all the printed Catalogues of MSS. in Great
Britain, public and private. This is to be "arranged under places of deposit"; and, when avail-
able, should be a signal aid to students wishing to explore the vast wealth of materials which
have been gradually made accessible.
It was further announced that the promised Guide to the Historical Publications of
Societies of England and Wales is nearing completion, and is to appear in 1937, in two volumes.
The Conference, under separate headings, dealt with Mediaeval History, Diplomatic His-
tory, Parliamentary History, Economic History, Colonial History, Local History. But not
Ecclesiastical History. Neither do Maritime and Military History appear on the list of sections;
though the success of diplomatic measures, ancient or modern, however courdy and urbane the
language, has generally depended upon the degree of national strength—especially of sea-power
—believed to be behind the negotiators.
Sections at the Conference also treated of " Historical Relations between Europe and the
American Continents"; Slavonic History; and Oriental History. But except in connection with
America, Spain did not figure on the schedule. And in the List of English and foreign per-
sonages not officially represented at the Conference but commended as " interested in the study
of History," we see several foreigners little known (as yet) to renown; but the name of the
Duke of Alba is conspicuously absent: though he was in London all the while the Conference
was sitting. The present historian would remind all English and American students that it
is nearly thirty years since the Duke began his series of publications (See E.E., Vol. IV, p. 2,
for quotations from the first, viz.: " Correspondencia de Gutierre Gomez de Fuensalida,
Embajador .... (7496-1509,) "; and E.E., Vol. V, Addenda, extracts from the 2 volume
Catdlogo de Documentos ineditos, 1930-31, produced under his auspices.) His work in
relation to the Hispanic Society of America; his aid to the Instituto de Valencia de Don
Juan; his founding of the Hispano-Ingle's Society; his labours as Director of the Academy
of History of Spain, and as President of the Board of the Prado Gallery,—also the
Hon. Degree he received at Oxford in 1935,—should be kept in remembrance.1 But though
1 The following letter by Sir Frederic G. Kenyon, G.B.E., K.C.B., (former Director of the British
Museum,) to " The Times" of 6th August, 1936, headed " Archives of the House of Alba," may be
of permanent interest to the readers of "Elizabethan England":
" Sir,—It is reported (I know not with what truth) that the Spanish Government have appointed
a committee to take over the papers and other treasures belonging to the Duke of Alba in the
Palacio de Liria, and to distribute them to various museums. It is much to be hoped that the
report is untrue. To break up archives and collections which form so great a part or the history
and cultural record of the nation as those of the House of Alba would be an irretrievable loss to
Spain and a blot on its reputation which all friends of the country would deplore, and which all
students of Spanish history would condemn. The services of the present Duke of Alba to the
history and antiquities of his country are recognised throughout the civilized world, and lie out-
side the sphere of politics. But this is no question of politics; it is a question of the cultural
assets and intellectual reputation of the nation. I should add that this letter is written without
the knowledge of, or communication with, the Duke, and in the interests of our common
civilization. I am, Sir, yours faithfully, frederic G. kenyon."

